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Q&A with photojournalist 
Scott Langley




The death penalty is a hotly 
debated issue in the U.S., tempered 
by people’s moral and ethical values. 
This November California voters 
can express those values through the 
ballot box.
 Punishment on Trial is a voting 
advocacy event hosted by Los Media 
Poets, a local artist collective in 
Arcata. The event will be at the Arcata 
Playhouse on Oct. 24 at 6 p.m.. The 
event is free, but a $5 donation is 
encouraged.
The central theme of the event –– 
Proposition 34 –– is a ballot initiative 
that will end the death penalty in 
California if passed. Californians will 
vote on Proposition 34 and other 
ballot measures in the November 
election.
 If Proposition 34 passes, sentences 
for the 725 inmates on death row 
will be changed to life without the 
possibility of parole and the inmates 
will have to work to pay restitutions to 
the victims.
 For Natalie Rose, a graduate 
from University of California Santa 
Barbara, repeal of the death penalty 
is long overdue. Rose said the U.S. 
has lagged behind other countries in 
terms of capital punishment. The U.S. 
is one of the only developed countries 
in the world that continues to use the 
death penalty.
 The death penalty also poses 
moral and ethical issues.
Rose said DNA tests prove many 
people on death row innocent, 
sometimes after the execution. Rose 
cites the West Memphis Three case as 
an example. 
In the case, three men from west 
Memphis were convicted for murder. 
One of the men, Damien Echols, was 
sentenced to death. It was determined 
later, through DNA testing, the men 
were innocent.
“The Memphis Three case is just 
one example where DNA testing can 
prove people innocent,” Rose said.
Rose wants to use the event to 
bring awareness and start a dialogue 
about the death penalty. 
“A lot of people don’t know it’s on 
the ballot, or don’t know the death 



















Source: The Weather Channel
See “Artist“ on page 2
HSU club and community project 
team up to fight breast cancer
When Elica Aramesh — a 
business major at Humboldt State 
— was 4 years old doctors diagnosed 
her mother with breast cancer. 
Nine years later, Aramesh’s 
mother received a double 
mastectomy — a medical procedure 
where both breasts are removed 
from a patient. 
Aramesh heard the term breast 
cancer at a young age. She knew 
breast cancer made her mom sick 
but did not understand why. 
In middle school Aramesh 
reached out and volunteered with 
breast cancer awareness groups like 
the Susan G. Komen Foundation. 
Now as a member of the 
Business and Economics Club at 
HSU, Aramesh works with the 
local cancer awareness organization 
the Humboldt Community Breast 
Health Project.
October is Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month, an annual 
campaign to raise awareness about 
the disease. 
The Humboldt County Breast 
Health Project participates in this 
campaign by fundraising at local 
events with various businesses. The 
breast health project’s main purpose 
is to serve the community by 
providing information about breast 
cancer to survivors and people who 
support them.
The breast health project, 
located off Eighth Street 
in Arcata, houses 
a library of 
informational 
books and 
h o s t s 





try on wigs 
and breast 
prostheses.  
Since it first 
opened in 1997, the 
breast health project 
has supported 2,009 
individuals. In 
their 2011 annual 
report, 86 clients 
a t t e n d e d 
s u p p o r t 
g r o u p s 
a n d 
volunteers 
had contact with 
nearly 5,300 clients. 
T h e a n n u a l 
California Cancer Facts and 
Figures, published by The California 
Cancer Registry and American 
Cancer Society, estimated 85 people 
will be diagnosed with breast cancer 
and another 25 will be diagnosed 
with cervical and uterine 
cancer in Humboldt 
County by the end 
of this year.
A r a m e s h 
said the 
Business and 
E c o n o m i c s 
Club needed a 
philanthropic 
project — an 
organization to 
do fundraisers 
with and to 
promote on campus 
all year round.  She felt 
the breast health project 
would be a good fit for the 
club because it advocated 
awareness of breast 
and gynecological 





e x e c u t i v e 
director of the 
breast health 
project, at a tea party 
t h i s summer to celebrate 
the breast health project’s 15-year 
anniversary. Aramesh is a building 
steward at the Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship where the party was 
hosted. 
Gale-Zoellick has been working 
with the breast health project for 
seven years. After meeting breast 
cancer survivors while working at 
St. Joseph Hospital, she wanted to 
do more work with them.
“I met so many inspiring breast 
cancer survivors,” Gale-Zoellick 
said. “I wanted to do something with 





Business and Economics 
Club fundraiser
Big Pete’s Pizzeria in Arcata
5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Oct. 25
Plaza Grill in Arcata
Oct. 26
“Drink Pink” Campaign from 
Six Rivers Brewery
Abruzzi Ristorante in Arcata
Lisette Saldana may be contacted at 
thejack@humboldt.edu
Age gaps between students create complaints
A look at why prejudice and ageism occur on college campuses
by Katherine Elena Leonard
Seventy-one-year-old Lenore 
Ramoz is one out of 102 elderly 
students in the Over 60 program at 
Humboldt State. In this program, 
students over the age of 60 can take 
up to six units for $51 per unit with 
the instructor and department chair 
signatures to be in the program.
Ramoz puts $60 on her bus card 
every month and carries the receipt 
with her when she commutes. She 
takes the bus to all her classes and 
wherever she goes.
Sometimes her card does not 
work but she had never been kicked 
off the bus — until three weeks ago.
Two short beeps from the 
machine signaled that the machine 
could not read the card. Lenore 
Ramoz did not have $1.50 to pay her 
fare and she was asked to step off the 
bus.  
“I got angry and told him I’m not 
getting off,” Ramoz said. 
The bus driver did not allow other 
passengers to pay her fare and half 
of the passengers on the bus exited 
out of frustration to walk instead. 
Escorted off the bus by police, Ramoz 
never got a ride to school. 
Ramoz started at HSU in fall 2009 
but it was only within the last year 
that she noticed problems with the 
bus system and started to notice age 
discrimination on campus. 
Ramoz suspects that if she were 
a younger student trying to get to 
school that day, it would not have 
been a big deal. 
“I’ve always felt discrimination 
because I’ve tried to be friendly but 
people can be totally snobbish,” 
Ramoz said. “I’ve heard people say, 
‘I don’t know why that old lady is 
opening her mouth; she’s too old to 
do anything.’”
A younger friend told her that 
age discrimination happens because 
younger students do not know why 
she would want to be a college student 
at her age. 
“I don’t feel 
too bothered 
by the younger 
crowd,” Ramoz 
said. “I think it’s 





R a m o z 
and the other 
students in the Over 60 program 
can only take six units per semester 
to get the Over 60 rate. If they want 
to take more than six units, they pay 
the normal university price and are 
ineligible for the program. 
Psychology junior Alex Talbot 
works in the HSU distance and 
extended education office where 
people can enroll in the Over 60 
program. She noticed there are not 
many complaints made by seniors 
about ageism or discrimination on 
campus, but there are complaints 
made about Over 60 students. 
“Younger students will come in 
and complain that seniors are too 
mouthy in class or they come off as 
disrespectful by making people feel 
dumb,” Talbot said. 
There are no recorded complaints 
in the office but Talbot and other 
workers try to relay the information 
to instructors. 
Talbot suspects this common 
complaint in the classroom is due in 
part to an age gap. 
“[Over 60 
students] don’t 
know the proper 
ways to respond 
to the younger 
g e n e r a t i o n 
according to our 
social norms,” 
Talbot said.
H S U 
p s y c h o l o g y 
p r o f e s s o r 
Gregg Gold 
said prejudice typically happens 
when one group is the dominant or 
control group, and another group is 
perceived as different from the norm. 
“The college campus is youth 
culture, so the norm is to be young 
— that’s the dominant culture,” Gold 
said. “So if you’re a student who’s not 
young, you deviate from the norm, 
and most people are not tolerant of 
deviants.”
Gold said the norm is to see older 
people as parents, administrators, 
faculty or staff members on campuses 
— not as students. If your age is too 
far off of 18-25, the deviance from the 
norm can lead to prejudice. 
If you are between ages of 18 to 
25, you are in the dominant group for 
a college campus –– the “us” group. 
If your age does not fall within that 
range, you are a part of the “them” 
group on campus, Gold said. 
“We have a natural, very strong 
tendency to favor ‘us’ as opposed to 
‘them,’” Gold said. “Evolution has 
shown us that it was adapted to favor 
‘us.’”
Gold explained that thousands 
of years ago, groups of people were 
fewer than 100 and it was necessary 
for survival to be suspicious or wary 
of anyone who was not part of your 
group. 
Gold said that we now have 
adapted to those tendencies to quickly 
categorize one another. In some 
social settings, those categorizing 
tendencies can cause problems now. 
For example,different aged crowds 
of “us” and “them” may clash during 
instruction at universities. 
Gold said once people decide 
they do not like someone they justify 
why that person should be treated a 
certain way. 
“There’s a lot of different ways 
people deal with fear,” Gold said. 
“Avoidance is the most common 
escape from fear, and self-justification 
of avoidance causes people to see 
others unequally.”
“I’ve heard people say, 
‘I don’t know why that 
old lady is opening her 
mouth; she’s too old to 
do anything.’”
— Lenore Ramoz, 71
Katherine Elena Leonard may be 
contacted at thejack@humboldt.edu
See page  8
See page 16
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Compiled by Shelby Meyers
Sources: Humboldt events, Calstate.edu, the 
Sacramento Bee
@ HSU
On Oct. 25 The Consent Project: Survivorship, 
a forum about how to survive after sexualized 
violence will be held in the Kate Buchanan 
Room. The goal is to create a space to 
heal for sexualized and domestic violence 
survivors and their loved ones. Activities 
include interactive art projects, communication 
consent circles and a speakout session for 
survivors of sexulaized and domestic violence. 
The event starts at 5 p.m.
@Nation
The Washington D.C. Opportunity Scholarship 
Program enrolled 1,584 children from low-income 
households in D.C. schools for the 2012-2013 
academic year, a decrease in enrollment despite 
an increase in funds. The D.C. Children and Youth 
Investment Trust Corporation runs the program 
and received more than 1,500 new applications 
but were told to no longer accept applicants after 
March 31. In March President Barack Obama’s 
budget proposal for 2013 reduced and almost 
zeroed out funds for the OSP, which contradicted a 
law he signed to support the program last year. 
YOUSHOULDKNOW
@CSU
The California State University 
released its 2011-2012 Legislative 
Scorecard last week and not one 
lawmaker received an “A”. The 
scorecard –– used to show the public 
how well lawmakers support the CSU 
and higher education –– is based 
on voting records of 24 different bills 
excluding the budget. Scores, or 
grades, reflect how legislative actions 
affect the CSU and public higher 
education.
@HSU
A free health event part of a national 
movement “Walk with a Doc” will come to 
Arcata Saturday, Oct. 27. The movement 
intends to promote good health through 
a two-to-three-mile walk and offers health 
advice from physician volunteers. Hosted 
by the Humboldt Del Norte Medical 
Society, the walk starts at 11 a.m. on the 
Redwood Park main.
FRIDAY, OCT. 19
4:16 p.m. - Report of a 
subject who was possibly 
under the influence having 
difficulty walking. The 
subject was checked on and 
was found to be okay. He 
must have sobered up quick.
Compiled by Melissa Coleman. Written by N. Hunter Cresswell and Cora Vay.
Monday, OCTOBER 22 @ 10:48 p.m.
Report of a resident with pepper spray at Trinity 
Residence Hall. Officer assisted. Student was just 
trying to spice up her meals at The J.
Russia 
Maria Alyokhina and Nadezhda 
Tolokonnikova, two members of 
the anti-Putin band Pussy Riot, 
were sent to remote Siberian 
prisons camps to finish out their 
two-year sentences. The pair were 
convicted of hooliganism spurred by 
religious hatred for a performance 
last February in a Moscow church 
in which the band performed an 
anti-Putin anthem. They argued 
that their conviction was part of a 
growing crackdown on free speech 
and political activism in Russia. The 
two are expected to finish their terms 
by March 2014. 
Compiled by Shelby Meyers | Graphic by Zoe Berman 
SOURCES: The Jakarta Globe, The New York Times, Agence France Presse, ABC News, Reuters, BBC News, Al Jazeera, 
Associated Press, The Huffington Post, The Washington Post, US News, The Guardian UK
FRIDAY, OCT. 19
5:22 p.m. - Residents 
stuck inside a malfunctioning 
elevator at the Jolly Giant 
Commons. This elevator 
seems to malfunction quite 
often.
SUNDAY, OCT. 21
10:30 p.m. - Several 
residents stuck inside the 
elevator at the Jolly Giant 
Commons. Again? Seriously, 
this elevator needs 
maintenance.
MONDAY, OCT. 22
7:06 a.m. - A student 
requested an escort to class 
due to a sprained ankle, 
because the elevator at the 
Jolly Giant Commons is still 
out of service. We should 
probably do a story on why 
this elevator still has not 
been fixed.
MONDAY, OCT. 22
5:24 p.m. - Someone 
heard a cat in distress in the 
trunk of a vehicle. The officer 
found a feral cat in the engine 
compartment. Put the pussy 
on the pedestal — always.
MONDAY, OCT. 22
3:30 p.m. - Reporting 
party in Laurel Hall has 
received two suspicious 
emails. Looks like Ghost 
Face, from Scream, 
upgraded to emails...
Nigeria
Seven people were shot and killed on Saturday by a group of gunmen suspected of being members of an 
extremist Islamic sect known as Boko Haram in Potiskum, Nigeria. A string of violent attacks have plagued the 
northeastern Nigerian city the past few weeks and the death toll rose from 23 to 30 in three days. It is unclear 
who is behind all the recent attacks, but some believe the recent attacks were organized by Islamist radicals. 
Nigerian soldiers are also known to respond with brutality and are accused of killing citizens.
Japan
The legislature on the Japanese island of Okinawa passed a new resolution on Monday to ensure proper 
punishment and victim compensation in cases involving U.S. soldiers and their rape victims. This follows the 
recent arrests of two 23-year-old American sailors accused of raping a local Japanese woman.  The resolution is 
aimed at limiting the amount of power on U.S. bases in Okinawa and demands better educated U.S. personnel 
to prevent further crimes. The legislature said 5,747 crimes involving U.S. military personnel are on record 
since 1972. 
 Michelle Cartier, a Humboldt 
State graduate, said many students 
are disillusioned by the presidential 
election, which dominates the 
political scene. 
Punishment on Trial concentrates 
on state and local politics. Cartier 
believes students can make a big 
difference in those areas. “We want 
a younger turnout,” Cartier said, “so 
we want to promote the importance 
of voting this November.”
 Jessica Whatcott is one of three 
HSU professors speaking at the 
event. Whatcott said the event will 
shed light on problems in the prison 
legal system in California. “Prisons in 
California are at 150 percent capacity,” 
Whatcott said, “and because of the 
long sentences, prisons are now in 
need of elder care homes.”
Whatcott encourages students 
to stop by Punishment on Trial and 
listen to what the speakers have to 
say. 
“There are many propositions 
that are going to change the prison 
system,” Whatcott said. “The event 
is an opportunity to listen to people 
who have studied them carefully.”
Artists support Prop. 34
 Continued from page 1
Kevin Forestieri may be contacted at 
thejack@humboldt.edu
Front page photo captions:
Left: Troy Davis | Scott Langley 
Right: Photo provided by Helio Public Relations.
There were no captions for the two photos above the masthead on the 
front page of the Oct. 17 issue. Catherine Wong took the left-hand 
photo and Sebastian Hedberg took the right-hand photo.
The “Lumberjack countdown to the World Series” graphic 
on page 11 of the Oct. 17 issue had multiple errors. Maddy 
Rueda was not credited. The San Francisco Giants and St. Louis 
Cardinals are in the NLCS league, and the Giants defeated 
the Cardinals 7-1, not 7-6. The Detroit Tigers and New York 
Yankees are in the ALCS league, not ACLS.
If you have any corrections or comments, please contact our office at (707) 
826-3271 or thejack@humboldt.edu
For related news read “Q&A” 
on pg. 16
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OPEN DAILY FROM 11 to 7
987 H ST   (10TH and H)
(707) 822-3090
BAYSHORE MALL
OPEN DURING MALL HOURS
EUREKA
(707) 476-0400              
  www.HumboldtClothing.com
WE CARRY THE LARGEST AND BEST
 SELECTION OF 
HUMBOLDT CLOTHING AND GLASS 
SMOKING ACCESSORIES
10% OFF ON GLASS WITH STUDENT ID
NEW HUMBOLDT 
DESIGNS JUST   
ARRIVED AND THEY WILL 
GO FAST SO COME IN TO 
TAKE 
ADVANTAGE OF OUR SALE!
BUY ANY 2 HOODIES SAVE $10
BUY ANY 2 TSHIRTS SAVE $5
BUY ANY 2 HATS/BEANIES SAVE $5









When you take Animal 
Physiology at Humboldt 
State, you study intoxicated 
earthworms. It is part of 
the curriculum. Students 
douse the worms in alcohol, 
monitor their behavior and 
evaluate their dulled senses. 
The students then cut out 
the worm’s crop, or gizzards. 
 “I do not believe in 
torturing animals,” marine 
biology major Pamela Ward said.
 Ward, who was 
enrolled in Bruce O’Gara’s 
Animal Physiology class 
last fall, chose not to cut the 
gizzards out of the worms. 
 “Animals can feel 
pain. They can feel sad,” Ward 
said. “Anyone who has had a 
dog knows they can be sad.” 
 HSU should not 
require dissection, she said, 
since many alternatives exist. 
 In 2009, students 
opposed to dissection appealed 
to the dean of the HSU College 
of Natural Resources and 
Sciences. The college refused 
to substitute online simulations 
or instructional models. 
 Alternatives, if 
offered, could include 
online simulations or 
instructional models. 
 Bruce O’Gara, chair of 
the department of biological 
sciences, said simulations 
and models do not cut it. He 
said a hands-on experience 
is necessary to comprehend 
what you are learning.
  “When I was a student 
I never appreciated the power 
of the heart contracting until 
I felt a heart contract in my 
own fingers,” O’Gara said. 
 Corynne McMullin, 
21, said many students did not 
enjoy the hands on experience 
in her Zoology 110 class. 
 In Zoology 110, 
students spent almost a month 
dissecting various parts of 
frogs. One lab session included 
breaking the necks and jaws of 
the frog. To do this, students 
must place one hand atop the 
frog’s head and their thumb 
of the other hand inside the 
frog’s mouth, on the tongue, 
apply pressure and pull. 
 “It may have been 
the sounds of the cracking 
bones and cartilage, but 
students were just not 
having it,” McMullin said.
 McMullin, a recreation 
administration major, said 
students could observe the 
labs in her zoology class 
rather than participate and 
the students could also do 
bookwork and handouts 
instead. However, the lab 
practicals were a requirement. 
 Dissection lab 
practicals tested whether 
students could identify animal 
organs and tissues. To prove 
their knowledge, students 
had to go from one cut up 
animal carcass to another 
and identify organs with 
numbered pins stuck in them. 
 “There were cut-
up animals everywhere,” 
McMullin said. 
 After taking this class 
McMullin said she believes 
models would have sufficed. 
 Instead of dead 
animal carcasses, instructors 
could use plasticized models 
made with real tissue. 
 In one class , 
McMullin said, 100 students 
cut into some 50 frogs. 
 “It was not necessary 
to have so many dead 
animals for one lower-
division class,” she said. 
The question over dissection













Cassandra Anne Klein may be contacted 
at thejack@humboldt.edu
• Birth control: pill, patch, ring, shot
• STD Testing & Treatment
• HIV Testing (results in 10 mins)
• Pregnancy Testing
• Emergency Contraception




@ Humboldt State University!
Wednesdays • 1:00-4:00 pm • Student Health Center
Th ursdays • 5:00-7:00 pm • “J” Mezzanine Level
Off ering Drop-In Health Services
No appointment needed!
Wear your rubbers!
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 In a hidden radio 
studio along the dark edges of 
Humboldt Bay, DJ Monsieur 
De La BillyGoat Von Kawinkie 
Dink’ described the secrecy 
of his forbidden underground 
movement — pirate radio.
 “It’s kind of like 
Fight Club, first rule of 
pirate radio is you talk about 
it only in bathroom stalls 
with other pirates,” he said.
 Local pirate DJ 
BillyGoat — who would 
prefer to use his pirate radio 
name since the station is 
illegal — is part of a rising 
underground culture known as 
pirate radio — or illegal, low-
power and uncensored radio.
 Unlike standard, 
commercialized radio, pirate 
radio is not licensed to be on 
the radio and does not run 
advertisements. Since pirate 
radio does not have to run 
advertisements, it does not 
have to cater to what sponsors 
may or may not want heard.
 After disc jockeying for 
Arcata’s pirate radio station, 
Humboldt Free Radio Alliance 
99.9 FM, BillyGoat moved 
to Eureka where he had a 
vision of starting something 
similar to what he saw in 
Arcata: a free radio station. 
 With the help of other 
pirates, BillyGoat started 
Humboldt Bay Pirate Radio 
88.9 FM, Eureka’s pirate radio 
station, successfully running 
for two years. The Arcata 
station Humboldt Free Radio 
Alliance is on its 13th year.
 “[Pirate radio] allows 
me to be creative instead of 
sticking to … the preconceived 
idea of what it [radio] should 
sound like and who it should 
reach,” BillyGoat said.
 Pirate radio is a local 
and progressive effort inspired 
by not only “anti-authoritarian 
struggle,” as BillyGoat deems it, 
but also an attempt to benefit 
the surrounding community. 
 “We can step outside 
the conventional means,” 
BillyGoat said of pirate radio’s 
freedom. “In that respect the 
community benefits from an 
alternative media source. [We] 
make available music that 
would otherwise be censored.”
 Pirate radio is also 
a place for local artists.
 Local music producer 
Cole Olson, 21, aka AliEn 
LOuNge, said pirate radio gives 
artists — who otherwise would 
be restricted on commercialized 
radio — the chance to be heard. 
 “Without pirate stations 
[local artists] wouldn’t be given 
the airplay that [is] important 
for our music,” Olson said. 
 Zachary Roecker, 
music manager of KRFH radio 
at Humboldt State, described 
pirate radio as a station with 
the ability to play whatever 
it wants, whenever it wants.
 “If we [commerical 
radio] start expressing opinion 
... come out saying you’re pro-
life [or] pro-choice, [companies] 
may not want run ads [for 
us]. Whereas pirate radio [is] 
able to say what they want,” 
Roecker said. “[It is a] good 
thing for freedom of speech.”
 Pirate radio’s number 
one enemy in enforcing 
free speech is the Federal 
Communications Commission, 
whose job it is to regulate 
radio. The FCC comes to 
Humboldt County twice a year. 
 DJ BillyGoat of 
Humboldt Bay Pirate Radio 
said, “Like Fight Club, we have 
‘agents’ that are out there in 
the professional field that give 
[us a] heads up when they 
[the FCC] come into town.” 
 Humboldt Bay Pirate 
Radio shuts down for the 
week the FCC is here to 
avoid regulation checkups. 
 With high-power radio 
equipment and paying royalties 
on the music played, commercial 
radio adds up to be very pricey. 
 “How much money 
[there is in radio] is ridiculous,” 
BillyGoat said. “Local artists 
… have to sell 10,000 units in 
order to get on [the] radio.”
 Cliff Berkowitz, 
journalism lecturer and KRFH 
AM Radio advisor, argues that 
with the FCC, radio stations 
can have low-power radio 
through low-power licenses. 
These licenses granted by the 
FCC give stations the ability 
to use radio wave transmitters 
that are 100 watts or less for 
non-commercial purposes. 
 Berkowitz — 
who founded KHUM, a 
commercialized radio station 
in Humboldt, in 1996 — argues 
that commercialized radio 
benefits the community as well. 
 “We are extremely 
involved in the community [and] 
give local businesses a chance to 
advertise,” Berkowitz said. “[It 
is] a win-win for everybody.”
 Roecker likes 
commercialized radio. 
 “Pirate radio is just 
there cause they want to do what 
they want, that I don’t like. [It 
is] not good for radio as a whole 
because it demeans the whole 
genre,” Roecker said. “When 
you have a real point to make, if 
you’re good enough for people 
to listen to what you want, 
then be a real radio station. 
Gives your point validity.”
 Humboldt Bay Pirate 
Radio 88.9 FM, “broadcasted 
from international waters 
just off the north coast,” 
can be heard along the 
coastal parts of Humboldt, 
Eureka,Titlow Hill and some 
parts of Trinidad and Orick.
 The station plays mostly 
electronic, hip-hop, vinyl 
records and local artists such 
as punk rock band AM Beers, 
Creepy Marbles, and electronic 
artists like AliEn LOuNge, 
@uDioGa$m, and Schedule 1. 
Humboldt Bay Pirate Radio 
broadcasts Sunday nights from 8 
p.m. to late at night on 88.9 FM.
 The Arcata pirate 
radio station, Humboldt Free 
Radio Alliance 99.9 FM can 
be heard in McKinleyville 
and most parts of Arcata.
 DJ Rex Everything of 
Humboldt Free Radio Alliance, 
said the station plays various 
genres from hip-hop to metal. 
 Humboldt Free 
Radio Alliance airs Sundays 
from 1 p.m. to midnight 
and from 5 p.m. to midnight 
Monday through Saturday. 
 Every Friday at 2 p.m. 
the station puts on radio plays, 
such as “Sherlock Holmes.” They 
will begin online streaming in 
the next two or three months.
 Pirate radio is known as 
a worldwide movement against 
censorship. what DJ Billygoat 
of Humboldt Bay Pirate Radio 
calls, “an act of reclamation.”
 “It proves very 
specifically that everyone 
can create something as 
wonderful as this: laidback, 
no bosses, no managers, no 
dumbass you’re going to run 
into at the water cooler.”
Humboldt pirates stand for freedom 
by Jessica Renae Buxbaum
Jessica Renae Buxbaum may be contacted 
at thejack@humboldt.edu
HSU Voter Prep Rally
Monday, November 5, 2012
8 - 10 p.m.
Kate Buchanan Room
LIve Music
Learn your Polling Locaon
HSU Straw Poll Vote
For more information Contact:
humboldt.edu/Associated Students 
(707) 826-4221
“[We] make available music that 
would otherwise be censored.”
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Halloween Treat: Frankenfingers
White chocolate-covered pretzels 
Ingredients:
10 Pretzel rods 
1 bag of Ghirardelli white chocolate chips
20 Almond slices
Bottle of green food coloring
Small tube of black cake icing
* Makes 10 Frankenfingers 
Directions:
1) Melt the whole bag of white chocolate chips. 
2) Stir 30 drops of green food coloring into the melted chocolate to get
     Frankenstein green.
3) Use hands to coat melted chocolate onto the pretzel rod.
4) Smooth out chocolate and place rods on cookie sheet.
5) Use black frosting to draw Frankenstein’s monster’s finger creases.
6) Use black frosting to glue almond slices for fingernails.
7) Set the pretzel rod on a cookie sheet to harden, do not put in them in  
     the refrigerator or chocolate will bloom.
The origins of Frankenstein:
Written by 18-year-old Mary Shelley in 1816, the story of Frankenstein 
is the marriage of science and technology gone wrong. Conceived in a 
dream, Shelley tells the story of a creature who is created by a scientist 
obsessed with creating life. The outcome? An eight-foot-tall monster 
who can think and feel, yet is rejected from society because of his 
outward appearance — Frankenstein’s monster. One of the first science 
fiction novels, “Frankenstein” delves into the evils of human efforts to 
mimic the secrets of nature. The novel exposes modern societal fears of 
pairing science with technology. Published in 1818 with the title “The 
Modern Prometheus,” “Frankenstein” is reproduced worldwide in plays, 
films, comics and now on your kitchen table. 
Frankenstein Information compiled from U.S. National Library of Medicine http://www.nlm.nih.gov/frankenstein/index.html 
by Cora Vay 
Photo by Jeremy Smith-Danford
Outside the warehouse entrance a 
bell rings. A costumed guide appears 
from the darkness with a long, white 
rope in hand, ready to bring the next 
group inside. 
“We’ve got a screamer!” someone 
shouts past the crowd. The guide 
receives the message, offers the other 
end of the rope and warns the group: 
Do not let go.
For the seventh year in a row, 
the Haunted Kinetic Lab of Horrors 
offers four nights of fright starting 
Friday Oct. 26, 2012 at Eighth and N 
streets in Arcata.
All proceeds of the event help pay 
$12,000 worth of rent, utilities and 
insurance costs associated with the 
lab. 
Before the existence of the 
Haunted Kinetic Lab of Horrors, the 
Kinetic Sculpture Lab crew put on 
biannual art auctions and mini kinetic 
golf course nights. But the fundraisers 
never made enough to cover the cost 
of the building. 
Described as a 25-minute guided 
freak show tour by its co-creator Ken 
Beidleman, the Haunted Kinetic 
Lab of Horrors fluctuates between 
human interaction and mechanical 
operation. 
Duane Flatmo, local artist and 
founding member of the Kinetic 
Sculpture Lab, explained the purpose 
of using mechanical engineering as 
part of the Haunted Kinetic Lab of 
Horrors. 
“Let’s say we have a vulture head 
that is going to peck on a baby. We 
can build a mechanism for someone 
to operate that. This way we can have 
people do more than one thing as the 
show goes on,” Flatmo said. 
Cables, pulleys and hinges all work 
together to create motion to make the 
Haunted Kinetic Lab of Horrors a 
more interactive experience.
Aside from the mechanical 
kinetics involved, both Beidleman 
and Flatmo agree: timing is the most 
important element. 
Hidden behind narrow hallway 
walls there are 20 eager in-house 
operators, behind-the-scenes 
volunteers, ready to scare whoever 
walks past.
Their watchful eyes peer through 
picture frames and secret doors. One 
person scurries past. The operator 
waits. One more passes by. Still too 
soon. This time the third is not so 
lucky. A key word from the guide 
signals the operator and a hanging 
body falls violently to the floor.
Beidleman, the 61-year-old kinetic 
sculptor, said he has been to several 
haunted houses but none quite like 
the Haunted Kinetic Lab of Horrors. 
“The haunted lab is more about dark 
humor than people with chainsaws,” 
Beidleman said. 
Last year the Haunted Kinetic Lab 
of Horrors featured “the octomom 
chorus line” based on a pop-culture 
figure. The idea came as a twisted nod 
to Nadya Suleman, a woman made 
famous for giving birth to octuplets in 
2009. Between the tentacles and eight 
bloody babies dancing for change, 
Beidleman said it is very possible to 
be offended.
“We’ve had letters to the editor 
before that read: Did they really have 
to do that?” Beidleman said.
He defines kinetic sculptures 
as “human powered all-terrain 
amphibious artistically humorous 
vehicles.”
In 1992 Yakima, a rapidly growing 
automobile roof rack company, hired 
Ken Beidleman to build and race 
kinetic machines.
Beidleman along with several 
other Yakima-employed engineers 
worked on and stored their kinetic 
sculptures in a warehouse at the end 
of Eighth Street in Arcata — now 
known as the Kinetic Sculpture Lab.
It was not until the first Haunted 
Kinetic Lab of Horror that they broke 
even.
After 13 years, Flatmo and 
Beidleman now scare people to death 
to keep the kinetic lab alive.
The Haunted Kinetic Lab of Horrors
Oct. 26, 27, 28 and 31
7 p.m. until midnight
820 N Street, Arcata
Corner of Eighth and N streets
$10 at the gate
(707) 822-4805
Ryan Nakano may be contacted at 
thejack@humboldt.edu
by Ryan Nakano
Community Conversation - 
Campus Facility Projects: Who, 




Join Traci Ferdolage for 
an interactive session on 
upcoming campus projects 
plus an opportunity to learn 
how to initiate projects within 
your division. 
Humboldt Film Festival 





With a live cast and pre-show. 





Humboldt State alumnus and 
wildlife disease ecologist Mourad 
Gabriel will assess the threats to 
wildlife and the food chain posed 
by rodenticides and acutely toxic 
pesticides when he discusses the 
mounting risks of dismantled 
marijuana grows in a lecture 
entitled, “Silent Forests: How 
are Toxicants Associated with 
Marijuana Cultivation Impacting 







This event is a primer on active 
listening tools that will serve 
anyone attending other events 
during the Campus Dialogue 
on Race. In a workshop setting, 
participants will explore ways to 
enhance mutual understanding 
during racial dialogue. 
The Humboldt Circus 
presents: One Continuous Lick




$1 off with costume
 
The event starts with a midway 
carnival at 7 p.m. and the show 
begins at 7:47 p.m. Tickets are 






Creating spaces of healing and 
support for survivors of sexualized 
violence and domestic violence and 
their loved ones. Presented by the 
Health and Wellness Center Peer 
Education program in collaboration 
with the North Coast Rape Crisis 
Team and the Act to End Sexualized 
Violence class.
Halloween Costume Dance Party
Saturday, Oct. 27-Sunday, Oct. 28
8:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m.
The Depot
Celebrate Halloween with a 
costume dance party. There will 
be a costume contest and raffle 
with winners receiving gift cards 
to local businesses. There will also 
be a goody bag sale and spooky 
photo booth. All money raised 
will go towards the Women of 
Color Conference hosted by Pi 
Chapter of GAO in the Spring 





Infographic by Ella Rathman
A portion of one of the Kinetic Lab’s sculptures in the haunted house. | Ryan Nakano
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Trailer Park Mondays
Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, 
Hush Puppies, Corn Dogs, 
Deep Fried Dill Pickles, Hot Wings, 












10:30pm music  
21+
Just Say NO!!!
To Student Loan Debt
- Used Grow Gear
- Soil & Fertilizers
- Helpful Staff
The Beneficial Living Center & Garden Supply
148 South G St., Arcata  707-633-6125
Best Compost Tea in Town, Free gallon with HSU/CR ID
Gardening Workshops 
the 1st & 3rd Wednesday 
of  the month
This production is partially funded by the Instructionally 







 Limited free seating for HSU students with ID
A staged reading of a new play by
by Cora Vay
Editor’s Note: Each 
week this semester, The 
Lumberjack will provide 
content from its past as 
Humboldt State nears its 
centennial.
This week’s front page 
was originally printed on 
Feb. 12, 1969 in the sixth 
issue of volume XLIV of 
The Lumberjack. 
At this time, Cornelius 
Siemens served in his 
twentieth year as HSU 
President, Peace Corps 
became regular on campus, 
HSU’s first soccer club 
was started and HSU’s 
wrestling team was in full 
swing, totalling a 30-0 win 
with HSU junior Jeff Fern.
True to the hippie 
movement in the mid 
1960s, HSU hosted 
“Hippies are Conformists,” 
a debate about whether 
hippies’ appearances and 
philosophies made them 
conformists. In solidarity 
with the nation’s revolt 
against the Vietnam War, 
HSU faculty and students 
organized protests and 
participated in the 
nationwide moratorium. 
In the article titled 
“High Winds Topple Fir 
Tree; Student’s [Volkswagen] 
Totaled,” 30 mph winds 
snapped a tree down in the 
tennis court parking lot and 
crushed a 21-year-old student’s 
car. 
Steve Koskela, a physical 
education major, was the only 
victim of the winds. Koskela 
parked his 1967 red Volkswagen 
in the tennis court parking lot, 
located at the present day Art 
and Music buildings, when the 
tree snapped off 20 feet from a 
hill and crushed his car at 3:30 
p.m.
The Arcata Police 
Department reported that 
HSU employees previously cut 
up the tree, making it unstable.
The noise from the crash 
could be heard by students 
across campus in Founders 
Hall. 
The Lumberjack wrote: 
“The Playboy Tree no longer 
has a mate and Steve Kosela no 
longer has a car.”
The same clocks that throw 
students off today were still 
problematic 43 years ago.
In the article titled 
“Humboldt Unstandard Time,” 
Mike Graff, a Lumberjack 
reporter, investigated 
standardized clocks on campus 
after noticing high amounts 
of dumbfounded students 
who walk into class late, but 
thought they arrived on time. 
Controlled by IMB, a survey 
of clocks on campus concluded 
that HSU’s timekeeping system 
on in all classroom buildings 
were off. There was a six-
minute difference between the 
fastest and the slowest clocks 
on campus. 
Concerns were brought 
up for students who lived 
on campus and relied on the 
clocks to get around, and for 
teachers who locked out late 
students. 
Results from the survey 
were presented to the Dean of 
Students who forwarded them 
to the HSU Business Manager 
in hopes of correcting the 
problem.
Nothing was ever fixe;, the 
clocks on campus still chime in 
3-4 minutes early.
The Lumberjack wrote: 
“The whole problem boils 
down to ‘what time is it where 
YOU are?’ All that we can do 
for the moment is to wait and 
see if the ‘keeper of the clocks’ 
will move to solve this minor, 
but perplexing, problem.”
Cora Vay may be contacted at thejack@
humboldt.edu
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hadowy figures dart down hallways. Footsteps creak on the stairs. 
Mysterious voices echo in basements. Old Town Eureka is filled with stories 
of ghosts and the Haunted History Ghost Tour aims to tell everyone all about 
them.
In the early 1900s, Old Town Eureka was filled with 250 prostitutes in 35 
different brothels, had 65 bars and a collection of trapdoors and tunnels leading 
from building to building.
Eric Vollmers, a history teacher at Arcata High School, leads ghost 
tours around the historical part of the city. He started researching Eureka’s 
supernatural history after his sister went on a ghost tour in San Francisco.
“Imagine what [Old Town Eureka] was like 100 years ago — horse-drawn 
carriages, a fight at the High Leads Saloon, a lonely woman wandering up and 
down the street.” Vollmers said. “Eureka was a very active and lively place ... and 
in some ways [it] still is.”
Vollmers would not say if he believed in ghosts.
“There’s a lot of times when these tours open you up to something and we’re 
often advised to be careful about what we open ourselves up to.” Vollmers said. 




Halloween on a budget
”
“
What are you going to be for Halloween?
Erin Taylor
wildlife, sophomore





“I’m wearing a red and black [fancy] suit 
with a Darth Vader helmet.”
Jessie Lorgé
kinesiology, sophomore




“[I am] either going to be Carl Sagan or 
William Blake from ‘Dead Man.’”
Compiled and Photos by Isak Brayfindley
Craft your own costumes with local store finds
he building that now houses HealthSPORT on First Street allegedly 
houses the ghost of an old sea captain. Around the turn of the century, his wife 
fell overboard in Humboldt Bay, and despite his best attempts to rescue her she 
drowned.
“Sometimes if you look up at that window around dusk, you’ll see a shadowy 
figure of a man. That’s the captain’s presence, looking for his lost wife,” Vollmers 
said.
here are tunnels under F and Second streets. They were built in the 
1800s by Chinese immigrants to avoid angry whites in the streets. In 1885, a 
Eureka city councilman was killed in a rivalry between two Chinese gangs, 
which led to citizens of Eureka ordering the expulsion of every Chinese person 
from Humboldt County. They were not allowed back in until 1959. Later, the 
tunnels were also used during prohibition to smuggle alcohol. 
They are said to be inhabited by angry spirits.
he Clarke Museum on E Street is said to be home to at least three 
spirits. 
The building was originally home to the Eureka Savings Bank, managed by 
a man who sexually harassed his female workers. 
Allegedly, one of the spirits haunting the museum is one of them — a 
woman angered by her boss’s inappropriate advances.
Another spirit resides in the museum’s Victorian Room, said to be the 
previous owner of the display’s grand piano. Her presence is allegedly content 
that her grand piano is often played and admired. 
The basement is said to be occupied by the spirit of a homesick Asian 
woman, who was likely forced into Old Town in order to work as a prostitute. 
Employees often refuse to go upstairs or to the basement alone.
he lower floor of Eureka Books on Second Street used to be the High 
Leads Saloon, the upper floor the Alpine Brothel, with the entrance to the 
Louvre Café around back.
Stabbings were a frequent occurrence in the saloon. 
In the 1930s, the co-owner of the Louvre Café was shot and killed by 
his business partner, who was later declared innocent. There is said to be a 
presence in the building and it is reputed to be the murdered man.
an Schlachter, a sophomore marine biology major, attended the tour 
and felt that he learned a lot about the history of Old Town.
“I thought it was fun — it was very informative, not necessarily about 
ghosts, but more about the general history of Old Town Eureka, which was 
very interesting,” Schlachter said. “I’d go on a tour in another place, not for the 
ghost part, but definitely for the history.”
Alex Service, the assistant tour guide, has been helping lead the Ghost Tour 
for almost a year. 
“What I love most about working on the Haunted History Tour is the new 
of knowledge I’ve gained about Eureka’s history,” Service said.
Jessica Snow may be contacted at thejack@humboldt.edu
Whether you’re going all out or trying to keep costs down, Halloween celebrations should not stress 
you out. Over the weekend the Lumberjack staff combed the town for steals, deals and costume ideas. 
Save some gas this year and shop for costume supplies in Arcata — you’ll be surprised what you find.
1. Hospice of Humboldt: 
The cheapest place to mix and 
match pieces to create a DIY 
costume. 








2. Bang! Bang! Vintage/
Consignment: 
Brand name costumes, wigs and 
vintage clothing are available for a 
night out on Halloween night.
941 H St.,  Arcata
“Little Dead Girl” or Madeleine 
Dress (vintage 1960s): $29.95 
Shoes: $25
3. Daisy Drygoods: 
Authentic vintage items — pricey, but 
Daisy Drygoods carries hats, buttons and 
halloween decorations that could flip any 
house into a spooky old time feel.
959 H St.,  Arcata
The Lumberjack staff found many 
items here. While some of the clothing 
may not fit a student budget, there 
are other items to use for Halloween. 
Daisy Drygoods had an array of test 
tubes — which you could use for 
spooky decorations — hats, buttons 
and accessories that would all add to a 
Halloween theme.
5. Yi Fang Imports: 
Low-priced accessories
774 9th St.,  Arcata
Masks: $9
Compiled by Staff
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Jump at the chance
to advertise with
the Jacks!
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Giant Screen Monday 
Night Football
Doors at 5:15 p.m. | Free | All Ages
Wednesday Oct. 31
Salva, Russ Liquid, Clicks 
and Whistles
Doors at 9:30 p.m. | $20/$15 | 21+
Thursday Nov. 1
Ocean Night ft. Surf Journalist & 
HSU Alum Michael Kew
Doors 6:30 p.m.| $3 | All Ages
Friday Nov. 2
Genetic Roulette: The Gamble of 
Our Lives (Film Screening)
Doors 6:30 p.m.| Free | All Ages
Saturday Nov. 3
Passion Presents Melvin Seals 
w/ JGB
Doors 7:30 p.m.| $25 | 21+
Wednesday Oct. 24
Sci Fi Night ft. The Lost 
Skeleton of Cadavra




Doors at 9:30 p.m. | $20/$15 | 21+
Friday Oct. 26
Collie Buddz with 
New Kingston
Doors at 9 p.m. | $30/$28.50 | 21+ 
Saturday Oct. 27
Random Acts of Comedy




Doors at 5:30 p.m. | $5 | Rated PG
Master of Social Work and
Master of Arts in Clinical Psychology:
Marriage and Family Therapy
901 E. Alosta Ave.    Azusa, CA 91702
13920
Azusa Pacific University’s graduate programs empower you to put 
compassion into action. Prepare to make a difference.
Master of Social Work
 Internships in the Greater Los Angeles area
 Integration of faith and social work practice 
 Full-time and part-time options
For more information, visit www.apu.edu/msw/.
Master of Arts in Clinical Psychology:  
Marriage and Family Therapy
 Alignment with current California licensure requirements
 Professionally active faculty who teach from personal experience
 A curriculum that integrates spirituality and values
 A blend of the theoretical and practical elements of psychology
For more information, visit www.apu.edu/mft/.
For the past 10 years Brother Ali used the underground rap scene to express 
his thoughts about racial, political and life issues. He has tackled being Muslim, 
an albino and leaving his ex-wife. 
 Ali will perform at The Depot on Wednesday, Oct. 24 at 9 p.m. to promote 
his new album “Mourning in America and Dreaming in Color.” Ali aims to 
show the world that although America is flawed, it can still be as prosperous as 
advertised.
 For the first time in almost two years, Ali is touring in 38 cities with Blank 
Tape Beloved, his new backing band. 
 Ali spoke to The Lumberjack about his new album, the importance of 
coming together and what his fans mean to him.
Lumberjack: What is the album “Mourning in America and 
Dreaming in Color” all about?
 
Brother Ali: It is a two-fold message. One is that our society is in 
deep decline socially, economically, spiritually and culturally. The 
suffering that we are experiencing is caused by the mass of people 
being divided by identity, politics, race, class, culture, religion, ethnic 
origin, sexuality and stuff like that. Since those things divide us, the 
powerful people at the top can insert their will and have their way 
with us.
 The other side of that is there has always been a group or class 
of people that act as a buffer between the wealthy elite and common 
masses of people. Those people have always lived in a bubble and have 
always had a sense of privilege and entitlement. But that bubble is 
bursting on them and the people that used to feel entitled to a certain 
type of life are now realizing that is not a reality anymore. They have 
become more active and it is creating new opportunities. People are 
coming around to the idea of working together to effect real change 
and disrupt some of the injustices that are going on in our society.
 
LJ: You released this album at a pivotal time in our nation’s history — 
election time. Is one of the messages you are trying to get across is to 
vote?
 
BA: No. I think it is important we do vote. People gave their lives so 
we would have the right to vote and we need to keep that alive.
 But voting isn’t going to cause the change that we need. We put 
the brightest public leader in recent American history in the most 
prominent powerful position that we have politically and the changes 
that we wanted have not happened. In some ways, we have gone 
further in the opposite direction.
 That is proof to me that voting alone is not going to do it. We 
cannot just send someone into office and expect him or her to make 
the changes we need. The only way change will come is by common 
everyday people putting their hands on things. Change does not 
happen from someone being elected. It happens because it is a 
movement. We have to force [the lawmakers] to do what we want 
them to.
 
LJ: In many of the videos from this tour there are lots of shots with you interacting with your fans before or after your 
show. Is that something that is important to you?
 
BA: Yes, definitely. The connection with the fans is extremely important. I need to make sure that what we are saying and 
what we doing are being understood by the core base of people. We make sure that everything we do really comes from 
a place of loving and caring about people and their dignity. Having those experiences [with the fans] is really important. 
... They come to watch me perform and then hang out and talk afterwards. That’s a huge part of what I like, too.
LJ: You mentioned in another interview that you feel like a “new artist.” How come?
 
BA: I have new listeners; I have a new sound. My message has grown and evolved. Everything associated with me is 
new, and it’s a really good feeling after doing this for 10 years.
 
LJ: You wrote a piece for the Huffington Post about using gay slurs and your history using them. Can you explain what 
your article was about?
 
BA: It’s a human rights issue. Whether we understand the way people live their lives just the fact that someone is a 
human being qualifies them with a certain level of dignity and a certain level of respect.
 That article was more about the complicated reality that we live in. Where we find ourselves collaborating with the 
dominant narrative, when the dominant narrative is suppressive to a group of people, unless we are actively working 
against it we’re collaborating with it. Guys like me and Tyler [the Creator] are the best example because he uses the 
words so much. And he has said in interviews “I am not homophobic or against gay people. I just think these words 
are effective words to use.” A problem with those words is that they are hurting somebody. But when his friend [Frank 
Ocean] wrote that letter about his nuance complicated sexuality [Tyler the Creator] was really proud of him and the first 
one to celebrate him and hold him up. It’s not so much about hip-hop or gay rights. It is about overcoming our 
blind spots when it comes to other people’s reality. Also, we should not judge 
or throw people by the wayside because they haven’t woken up completely yet. 
I’ve become outspoken for a lot of issues that took me a minute to wake up to 
those things. We should be encouraging, criticizing and critiquing and putting 
pressure on people and educating and talking, but we should do it with love. 
And we should do it with the understanding that people wake up at different 
times.
 
LJ: Your cover has struck up some controversy online. What is the concept and 
what were you trying to portray?
 
BA: Foremost, it is a literal depiction of the album title and the concept 
of the album. The flag is a symbol of what our country stands for. The idea 
of having the flag being on the floor is that I found it there, not that I put it 
there. We collectively have allowed that to happen so I am praying for it. It is 
misinterpreted and people have overacted in really ugly ways and some of them 
violently. I am performing my prayer on the flag. I think it is a deeply reverent 
and loving gesture. It is not meant to be offensive.
The Lumberjack chats with Brother Ali
by Lorrie Reyes
Brother Ali plays Oct. 24 at 9 p.m. at The Depot at Humboldt State. | Photo provided by Helio Public Relations
Lorrie Reyes may be contacted at thejack@humboldt.edu
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by Kira Joyanne Keleher
Speeding down a hill, 
Humboldt State senior Justin 
Graves scored fourth place in 
Men’s Omnium in the Collegiate 
Mountain Bike National 
Championships in Angel 
Fire, N.M. this past weekend.
Graves, a business 
administration major with an 
emphasis in finance, placed 
ninth in the first downhill 
event on Friday, Oct. 19 and 
placed sixth the next day.
Graves describes the terrain 
of the race between 8,600 
feet and 10,600 feet above 
sea level. He finished just 
.63 seconds from 5th place.
“Downhill is a race 
against time,” Graves said.
Graves said the downhill track 
is smooth but at a slant. He also 
participated in the cross-country, 
dual slalom, and short track races.
“I am much more of a 
downhill rider than a cross-
country rider,” Graves said.
This weekend he placed 
41st in the cross-country race 
and 26th in the short track. 
Cross-country is when a mass 
number of riders compete on 
diverse terrain in four laps 
for endurance. Short track is 
a circuit race in a half hour.
In an email, Graves said his 
bike tires got flat during the race.
“It was disappointing, 
but I landed points for the 
omnium award,” he said.
Graves placed eighth 
in the dual slalom, riding 
against another biker on 
similar tracks of jumps and 
berms positioned side by side.
Graves first raced in 1999 
as a high school freshman.
“I did well and seemed 
to be suited for bike racing,” 
Graves said. “I decided to 
pursue it seriously after that.”
A Humboldt County native, 
Graves used his bike to explore 
the different forests and nature 
areas around the county.
“As I got older, I got to explore 
more territory,” Graves said. 
He grew strong carrying 
his bike while climbing to 
new — and sometimes illegal 
— areas. He described it 
as opening Pandora’s Box.
“I began to find more 
and more trails I never 
knew existed,” Graves said.
Graves got a rush of excitement 
from going behind locked gates. 
Soon, he moved up in experience 
and wanted more challenge. He 
and a friend decided to paint 
his first bike orange, set it on 
fire and throw it off of a cliff.
“Just for fun, to entertain 
ourselves,” Graves said.
Graves’ younger brother, 
Joel Graves, fashioned his 
interests after his brother.
“When he got into basketball, 
I did,” Joel Graves said. “When 
he got into biking, I did.”
Joel Graves enjoys riding 
with his brother during local 
races because Justin Graves’ 
riding is detailed and precise.
In an email, Joel Graves 
describes learning to scan 
trails and getting the feel of the 
course before pushing harder 
from riding with his brother.
“I learn more about 
technique,” he said.
Derek Roelle, a junior 
environmental resource engineer, 
said Graves is the bicycle guru.
“He gives a lot of good 
points and skills to make you 
a better rider,” Roelle said.
Roelle came to HSU for a 
change of pace, atmosphere 
and new scenery of California.
Before attending HSU, Graves 
found trouble justifying his 
desire to compete in cycling.
“My joy for biking has 
grown,” Graves said, and the 
cycling club is a big factor in that. 
“I race to inspire students 
to progress athletically and 
grow as leaders,” Graves said. 
“It is a dream come true.”
Justin Graves rides in his downhill race at Collegiate Mountain Bike National 
Championships in Angel Fire, N.M. on Saturday, Oct. 20. | Jesse Palmer
Kira Joyanne Keleher may be contacted at 
thejack@humboldt.edu
Humboldt State’s cross-
country team is one step closer to 
NCAA Division II West Regional 
Championships after attending 
the California Collegiate Athletic 
Association Championships 
this past weekend.
On Saturday the men’s cross-
country team placed second 
and the women’s team placed 
third in the meet that took 
place in La Jolla, San Diego. 
Twenty team members, 10 
males and 10 females, participated 
in the race. Both teams remain in 
the top ranks nationwide, men 
at No. 23 and women at No. 
25. They are expected to move 
up with the success that came 
from Saturday’s race. The United 
States Track & Field and Cross-
Country Coaches Association 
has not yet posted the rankings. 
Only 14 runners, seven men 
and seven women, will advance. 
Runner Bridget Berg placed first 
in the CCAA Championships 
by completing the six-km. run 
in 21 minutes and 48 seconds. 
Berg moves on to the NCAA 
Division II West Region meet.
 “These runners proved 
themselves throughout the 
season, that’s why they were 
chosen,” Scott Pesch, head coach 
of the cross-country teams said. 
Gustavo Plasencia, a 
sophomore at HSU, ran this 
Saturday and placed 36th with a 
time of 27 minutes and 41 seconds. 
“With guidance of Coach 
Pesch, Humboldt cross-country 
has been on a progressive 
uphill,” Plasencia said. “The 
conference meet was something 
we [looked] forward to, because 
it was a testing ground for the 
regional and national meets.” 
Antonio Plasencia, Gustavo’s 
twin brother, is also a runner 
for the cross-country team 
but he did not race at the 
CCAA Championships. 
Antonio Plasencia drove 
down to San Diego, along with 
other teammates, to support 
his brother and the team. 
“My brother is a great runner,” 
Antonio Placencia said. “He likes 
to have fun while running, by 
waving to the crowd or giving 
them thumbs-up, but he knows 
how to stay focused and embrace 
pain that comes with running fast.” 
The NCAA Division II 
West Region meet will take 
place on Nov. 3 in Honolulu.
Jazmine Sahari Quintero may be 
contacted at thejack@humboldt.edu
Men took second place, women 
third in the CCAA Championships
by Jazmine Sahari Quintero
1st place winner Bridget Berg races up a hill in the women’s 6k race at the CCAA Championships on Oct. 20. | Photo provided 
by Dan Pambianco Humboldt State University Athletic Department
HSU Cycling:
Three Humboldt State cyclists 
attended the Collegiate Mountain 
Bike National Championships this 
past weekend. Steven Pearl, Justin 
Graves and Jesse Palmer all traveled 
to Angel Fire, N.M. where more than 
50 different colleges competed in 18 
different championship races. 
The three-day event began on 
Friday with the cross-country race 
where Pearl placed 18th, Palmer, 
28th and Graves, 41st. The downhill 
seeding race for Saturday’s downhill 
championship race was next, in 
which Graves finished in 9th place 
with a time of 3:06.81. 
On Saturday all three athletes 
competed in the short track champi-
onship race where Pearl placed 18th, 
Graves, 26th and Palmer, 33rd. After 
which Graves claimed 6th place in 
the downhill championship race, 
improving his Friday run by nearly 
13 seconds. 
On Sunday Graves was the only 
HSU athlete to compete in the indi-
vidual Dual Slalom championship 
race. He placed 4th in the quarter 
mile course with a time of 56.77.  
Women’s soccer:
The Lumberjacks faced off 
against Cal State Los Angeles on Oct. 
19 but were unable to come away 
with the win after tieing the game 
3-3 before the end of the second half. 
HSU’s Maddie Null scored the 
first goal of the game as well as 
the goal that tied the match before 
heading into overtime. The second 
goal for HSU was a result of one of 
CSULA’s defenders accidentally tap-
ping the ball into her own goal. 
The overtime period proved to 
be heartbreaking for HSU when 
just one minute into sudden-death 
overtime CSULA’s Stephanie Lopez 
found the back of the Lumberjacks’ 
net, ending the game quickly. 
On Oct. 21 the Lumberjacks 
continued their road trip in Southern 
California to play against Cal State 
Dominguez Hills in Carson, Calif. 
Unfortunately the Lumberjacks 
added to their losing streak and 
were unable to find the back of the 
Toros’ net, losing 4-1 at the end of the 
second half. 
Volleyball:
On Oct. 18 the Lumberjacks took 
on Chico State in the Lumberjack 
Arena where both Alexa Rosendale 
and Danielle Carlson led the Jacks 
with 15 kills each. 
Rosendale also had 16 digs on 
defense followed closely by Tiffany 
McCray who saved 13.  
Despite the Jacks’ effort they were 
only able to secure one win out of the 
four sets played in the match. Chico 
State improved their conference 
record to 7-5 while the Jacks still 
struggle to win a single conference 
match. 
The following Saturday the Jacks 
hosted Cal State Stanislaus. Rosen-
dale once again led the Jacks with 
12 kills followed by Allison Drobish 
with eight. 
Despite losing all three sets to the 
Warriors, the Jacks showed consider-
able offensive improvement. In the 
first two sets they trailed the War-
riors by a slim two points, losing 
both sets 27-25. 
The Jacks’ conference record now 
stands at 0-13 as they prepare to 
head south to take on UC San Diego 
on Oct. 26. 
by Alexa Malmgren
Source: HSU Athletic Dept.
Alexa Malmgren may be contacted at 
thejack@humboldt.edu
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Pep rally
Showing true Humboldt 
fortitude, Humboldt State 
students flocked to the University 
Quad for the homecoming 
pep rally despite the rainfall.
HSU clubs and activities 
coordinator Jerri Jones 
estimated about 700 people 
attended the pep rally on Oct. 19.
The athletic department 
organized the event, 
performances and participants. 
Pep rallies started last year 
when then Associated Students 
President Brian Kelly was 
spurred by basketball and 
football victories to hold 
a pep rally, AS President 
Ellyn Henderson said.
What started as a light 
mist when the Marching 
Lumberjacks arrived turned 
into a heavy drizzle, yet 
the band continued to play. 
DJs from KRFH, the student-
run radio station, entertained 
the crowd between acts. An 
impromptu dance party erupted 
in front of The Depot. After 
a group of students started 
dancing, it did not take much 
for more people to join in. 
Soon the dance spread 
into the clock tower 
elevator; students crammed 
themselves in with only room 
to jump around and dance. 
This was soon broken up by 
Jones because of the risk involved. 
Jones did not want any students 
hurt or the elevator broken.
When the recent internet 
sensation “Gangnam Style,” a 
song by musical artist Psy, played 
a crowd of more than 50 soaking 
wet people danced in sync to 
the South Korean pop song.
Other highlights included the 
Demolition dance team, HSU 
Cheer & Dance, the Legacy Ladies 
— who did the rally decorations 
— and Greek organizations. 
After KRFH packed up, the 
remaining dancers were directed 
to a fundraiser dance for Brothers 
United in Goodwin Forum.
Tailgate party
The homecoming tailgate 
became a big deal four years 
ago when Homecoming 
and Family Weekend were 
combined into one weekend. 
On Saturday the parking 
lot across from the Student 
Business Services building 
was filled with the smell 
of barbecues from the pre-
homecoming game tailgate party.
Despite strict rules and a 
university police presence, there 
was underage drinking, drinking 
games and even a beer bong. 
Unlike smaller tailgate 
parties held in the same parking 
lot every afternoon before 
home games, this one featured 
multiple food vendors, KRFH 
playing music and a kid’s 
carnival in a fenced-off area.
Clubs and activities 
coordinator Jerri Jones helped 
organize the kid’s carnival 
which included several booths 
run by different clubs doing 
midway-style carnival games.
The carnival was in the same 
area as the vending trucks. 
This area did not allow alcohol 
and had cafeteria-style seating 
for people who did not bring 
food to the tailgate or wanted 
more variety, Jones said.
Pre-game festivities pump up HSU
by N. Hunter Cresswell 
N. Hunter Cresswell may be contacted at 
thejack@humboldt.edu
HSU football fans enjoy some pre-game festivities at the homecoming tailgate before the 
Lumberjacks beat Dixie State 57-18. | Qinjin Yang
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Pre-game festivities pump up HSU
Humboldt State’s 
homecoming celebration 
ended on a high note this past 
weekend after the Lumberjacks 
demolished Dixie State with a 
57-18 win over the Red Storm. 
On Saturday 6,978 fans 
made up of parents, alumni, 
community members and 
students witnessed the Jacks 
battle their way into a three-
way first place tie for the 
Great Northwest Athletic 
Conference rankings. 
Central Washington and 
Western Oregon, who each 
dealt the Jacks a conference 
loss, now share HSU’s 
conference record of 5-2 as 
all three teams continue to 
be the main competitors for 
the GNAC title race. The 
Lumberjacks will face both 
teams for a second time before 
the end of conference play. 
Casey Mintz, the freshman 
backup quarterback who 
replaced starter Alex Rump 
after Rump suffered a shoulder 
injury against Western 
Oregon on Oct. 6, started his 
second collegiate game of his 
Lumberjack career. Mintz 
connected 17 out of 24 passes, 
throwing for a total of 311 
yards and two touchdowns. 
“You see [Mintz] gaining 
confidence from possession to 
possession,” HSU head coach 
Rob Smith said. “It’s a fun 
growing process to watch when 
you have a young quarterback.” 
Riordan Gomez was one 
of the alumni present at 
the homecoming game and 
was impressed by both the 
offensive line and running 
back Nick Ricciardulli’s 
stellar 206-yard rushing 
performance. Gomez majored 
in kinesiology at HSU and 
played as an offensive lineman 
for the Lumberjacks during 
the 2009 and 2010 seasons. 
“It was my first time back 
watching HSU play in the 
Redwood Bowl,” Gomez said. 
“The atmosphere was awesome. 
The vibe coming from the team 
and the crowd was electric, you 
could really tell people cared.” 
The Lumberjacks hope to 
recreate the electric atmosphere 
in the Redwood Bowl this 
upcoming Saturday as they 
search for redemption against 
CWU on Oct. 27 at 6 p.m. 
The Jacks last faced the 
Wildcats on Sept. 29 in Bothell, 
Wash. where they stumbled 
for the first time during the 
2012 season, losing 31-3. Last 
year HSU ended CWU’s five-
year run as GNAC champions 
and fierce competition is 
expected Saturday night as 
both teams battle to break the 
first-place tie and remain on 
top of the GNAC standings.
Junior wide receiver 
Marquise Deadwiler has 
caught four touchdowns for 
the Jacks in their last three 
games and is ready to continue 
his scoring trend against CWU. 
“It’s going to be an 
emotional game,” Deadwiler 
said. “Right now it’s personal 
because of last time.” 
Saturday night will be the last 
home game the Lumberjacks 
play for the 2012 season. Senior 
linebacker Brian Sampson 
will be one of the 16 seniors 
to make a last appearance 
in the Redwood Bowl but 
expects the moment to be 
bittersweet if the Jacks walk 
away from the night with a win. 
“We’ve seen what [CWU] 
has to offer at their best,” 
Sampson said. “They 
haven’t seen us at ours.” 
Lumberjacks blow by the Red Storm
by Alexa Malmgren
Alexa Malmgren may be contacted at 
thejack@humboldt.edu
“We’ve seen what [CWU] has to offer at their best. 
They haven’t seen us at ours,”
— Brian Sampson, HSU senior linebacker
HSU searches for redemption against CWU for 
last home game
The football team surronds the HSU loggers for a pre-game pump-up | Qinjin Yang
Lumberjack running back Bryson Hodges jukes out a Dixie State defender during HSU’s homecoming game on Oct. 20. | Sebastian Hedberg
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After President Barack 
Obama’s mediocre performance 
during the first presidential 
debate, he returned with a 
vengeance to the second, 
regaining the voters’ perception 
of a vigorous, commanding 
leader, reminding them why 
they supported him during his 
first presidential campaign. He 
reiterated his administration’s 
achievements, concentrated on 
the obstacles women, if not all 
Americans, would face if Romney 
were elected, and promoted the 
vision of a prosperous future for 
Americans in his second term. 
Adversely, former Gov. Mitt 
Romney’s performance was 
a replay of the first debate. 
Intending to emulate the 
characteristics of a leader, 
his aggressive demeanor and 
finger pointing at Obama for 
the policies that have “failed” 
Americans, made it difficult for 
viewers to take take him seriously. 
Romney strived for shock 
value by exploiting the staggering 
number of Americans on welfare 
and food stamps. He did not 
mention that it was due to 
Obama expanding the program 
to include 100 million more 
families in dire need of financial 
help, as found in the Ways 
and Means Committee report.
Obama persistently pushed 
to reinstate the loss of trust in 
voters by explicitly defining how 
significantly different he and his 
opponent are on social issues. 
This is a significant 
strategic move because this 
election rides on the votes of 
independents, who are still on 
the fence about both candidates. 
Posing as a faux moderate 
instead of the severe conservative 
Romney claimed to be earlier 
in his campaign has ultimately 
led voters to perceive him as a 
suitable alternative to Obama. 
Obama compared his policies 
to Romney’s by exclaiming that 
the goal of his policies were 
always intended to help poor and 
middle class families. Obama 
expanded government programs 
such as Medicaid and Medicare, 
subsidized student loans and 
approved tax cuts for people 
making less than $250,000. To 
suppress Romney’s moderate 
facade, Obama pointed out out 
how Romney never publicly took 
a stance on the Lilly Ledbetter Act 
— which makes the process for 
employees to sue their employers 
for discriminative pay easier.
Obama also confronted 
Romney’s threat to cut federal 
funding to Planned Parenthood, 
a nonprofit that provides 
affordable and free reproductive 
and sexual health care services. 
Pell Grants, which help millions 
of students attend college, could 
also become obsolete under 
a Romney administration, as 
Obama has voiced blatantly. 
Although relating to voters on 
an intimate level is a recurring 
narrative for Obama, it has grown 
into a vehicle that reassures 
voters how defiantly he and his 
administration are working to 
improve the lives of Americans. 
The verbal tango between the 
two presidential candidates 
magnified the relentlessness 
Obama has encompassed in order 
to maintain and grow his support. 
He needs to continue his attempts 
in connecting with voters so they 
are able to  recognize a common 
beneficial future that only 
Obama and his administration 
are capable of providing.
Helen Hwang may be contacted at thejack@
humboldt.edu
Obama Turns the Table on Romney, yet again
In Monday’s presidential 
debate, President Barack 
Obama and former Gov. Mitt 
Romney displayed efforts 
of self-control, toning down 
the level of combativeness 
that characterized the past 
debates. Obama firmly held 
his ground by defending his 
administration’s actions in 
the Middle East which re-
confirmed American security. 
In contrast, Romney continued 
his appeal to moderate voters 
by paraphrasing the foreign 
policies already implemented 
by the Obama administration as 
if they were initially his ideas.
 On several occasions when 
Romney was pressed on what 
foreign policy he would pursue 
in the Middle East and Israel, 
his answers were remarkably 
similar to the answers that 
Obama already provided.  
 Obama exposed Romney’s 
“all over the map” stance in 
regards to international affairs, 
which he ultimately defined as 
unbefitting of a commander-in-
chief.
 The vast differences in 
foreign policy experience 
between the two candidates 
were clear. Romney’s absence 
of experience and knowledge 
in foreign policy grants voters 
an obvious decision: to choose 
a leader who will exhaust every 
diplomatic and economic effort 
before sending off our troops 
in harms way, not one who 
is willing to inflate military 
spending and increase the 























Helen Hwang may be contacted at 
thejack@humboldt.edu
Last Halloween Arcata 
Plaza partiers left the 
Arcata town square in 
shambles. They vandalized 
businesses and left the lawn 
completely trashed. This 
is a ridiculous way to treat 
our city. Everyone deserves 
to have fun on Halloween, 
but blatant disregard of 
public property and  leaving 
the city a disgusting mess 
for others to clean up is 
unacceptable.
In a press release the 
Arcata Police Department 
said the Arcata Plaza will 
not be shut down this 
Halloween. However, 
police will block access 
to the statue of President 
McKinley and there will be 
more police on patrol to 
control public activity. 
The Lumberjack 
requested interviews with 
the department  — about 
three weeks in advance — 
for more information about 
the increased restrictions 
but was sent to voicemail 
each time. 
Last Halloween, people 
spray painted and peed off 
of the statue, hurled bottles 
into the crowd and broke 
windows of businesses. The 
plaza was left wrecked with 
a total estimated damage of 
more than $10,000. Police 
made 30 arrests and workers 
picked up more than 3,000 
pounds of trash and debris. 
The idea of Arcata as a 
college town where students 
can party wherever they 
want is wrong. Arcata is a 
community of families and 
people who do not wish 
to see partygoers destroy 
their town. We support the 
Arcata Police’s decision in 
closing off the McKinley 
statue, but we wish the 
increased restrictions were 
not necessary. We hope that 
with further regulation, 
last year’s incident will not 
happen again. 
Include “Attn: Opinion” in the subject line for email submissions. 
Guest columns may not exceed 750 words. 
New contributors may be given preference over returning contributors. 
Please include your name, telephone number, city of residence and affiliation with 
relevant campus or community organizations. 
HSU students should provide their major and class standing. 
We also welcome cartoons, spoof articles and other items. 
The Lumberjack Submission Policy
Send submissions to Opinion Editor Jessica Renae Buxbaum at 
lumberjackbuxbaum@gmail.com
Include “Attn: Letter” in the subject line for e-mail submissions. 
Letters to the editor may not exceed 350 words. 
Send letters to the editor to
thejack@humboldt.edu
All submissions must be received by  4 p.m. the Friday preceding publication.
All letters and columns may be edited for grammar and spelling. 
We reserve the right to edit profanity and obscenity and may hold content for any reason. 
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The Halloween Boogie with 









Submit your event to 
thejack@humboldt.edu 
ATTN: Calendar
Old Town Farmers Market
 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Eureka, F Street between 





2942 F Street, Eureka



















Halloween Creepy Creature’s Ball
8 p.m.
Redwood Raks World Dance 
Studio
$5
Haunted Kinetic Lab of Horrors
7 p.m.-midnight
Kinetic Sculpture Lab, Eighth 
and N streets
$10













McKinleyville Girl Scouts Annual 
Haunted House
6-9 p.m.
Dow’s Prairie Community 
Grange, McKinleyville
$2 adults, $1 children
Tricks and Treats
6-8 p.m.
Far North Climbing Gym
$5
March of the Undead 2012
5:45 p.m.






Your One Stop Halloween Shop!
Open 7 days a week
1109 11th Street, Arcata 
822-8288
The KRFH Kan-Tango Card
*Participating Businesses and Disscounts are Subject to change .
"What if you could have free horchata from Fritanga 
Nica whenever you want?  What if you could just go to 
Westside Pizza and pickup a large one topping for only 
8 bucks?  What if we said you could have all this and 
more for only 15 dollars?  Did we mention that these 
deals last all the way until May 31st, 2013?  Keep a 
lookout for the brand new KRFH Kan-Tango Card 





Since 1991Student Run Radio
Classifieds
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BOOKS
TIN CAN MAILMAN BUYS BOOKS, including TEXTBOOKS 
for cash or trade credit. Huge selection, open daily. Corner of 





Provides care and supervision of children or adults 
who have developmental disabilities.  
Starts at $8.81/hour plus mileage reimbursement.  
 
Skills Specialist
Provides behavioral and support services to children and adults 
who have developmental disabilities. 
Starts at $11.99/hour plus mileage reimbursement.  
 
Must be able to pass criminal history fingerprint clearance.
Job descriptions and applications available at 
www.changingtidesfs.org, or Changing Tides Family Services,
2259 Myrtle Avenue, Eureka.
It’s hard enough to find HSU President Rollin Richmond in real life ... but can you find him in The Lumberjack?
Cartoon Rollin is hidden somewhere in the paper. If  you find him, email the answer to thejack@humboldt.edu with the 
subject “ATTN:Where’s Rollin?”
Winner will be picked on a lottery system and announced along with the prize in next week’s edition. 
Readers cannot win more than two prizes per month. 
Where’s        rollin?
last Week’s Winner: Dion Kucera
You won a $5 gift certificate to Arcata Scoop. We ask that you pick up your prize in our office, located in Gist Hall 227.
Lumberjack Fact Check
If you read all the stories in this week’s issue, you will know the answers to 
the following trivia questions. Submit your answers to 
thejack@humboldt.edu with the subject “ATTN: Fact Check.” A winner will 
be picked on a lottery system and announced along with the prize in next 
week’s edition.
Win a $5 gift certicate to Arcata Scoop!
1. How many states is Brother Ali touring in?
2. How many California state legislators received an “A” on the CSU 2011-2012 
Legislative scorecard?
3. Which group held the dance in Goodwin Forum after last weekend’s pep 
rally?
4. Who are the co-founders of the Haunted Kinetic Lab of Horrors?
5. Where is the Breast Health Project  located?
Last week’s winner:  Gary Lester
You won a $5 gift certicate to Arcata Scoop. We ask that you pick up the prize 
from our oce, located in Gist Hall 227.




































Readers cannot win more than two prizes per month. 822 4650
arcatapizzA  com
take   out   Catering        deli    trays

















Golden D ragon Roll
Cherry Blossom Roll
On 18th Street, between G&H, Northtown Arcata           (707) 826-1988
Spotlight
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Scott Langley:  Innocence is really 
something for people to think about. 
The death penalty is taxpayer-funded, 
and there are innocent people 
executed. Some of them might have 
been hiked up on drugs, struggling 
with addiction or mental health 
issues. I think executing an innocent 
person is wrong. This could happen 
to you, it could happen to your 
brother. We’re talking about innocent 
people here. They could have been in 
the wrong place at the wrong time.
Lumberjack: How does the 
emotional weight of a situation 
affect your documentation?
SL: When I was in college I 
went to a couple of vigils and stood 
during one of them with the mother 
of a young man who was being 
executed that day. To see a mother 
right next to me, her son basically 
being murdered, tears rolling down 
her face, crying out: It’s traumatizing.
The death penalty creates a whole 
other set of victims, in the families and 
friends of the executed. They become 
victims too, even though they didn’t 
do anything wrong. And there are 
guilty people who are executed, but 
the parents didn’t do anything. I did 
not have a camera with me that day, 
because I think I was there for a more 
personal cause. I am a sensitive person, 
and respectful, and sometimes I feel 
like I’ve failed as a journalist because I 
didn’t take the photos because it didn’t 
seem appropriate. Emotion takes my 
attention too. But there are other times 
where I’ve been able to take photos, 
and at the time not really process my 
emotions until afterwards because 
of a need to document. Two days 
after the Troy Davis case when I was 
editing my photos on the computer, I 
broke down crying. I didn’t at the time 
I was photographing because I was 
trying to do my job.  I do not regret 
taking photos, but sometimes I do just 
make mental images. It’s never going 
to be easy to see a mother crying.
LJ: Did the risk of arrest 
ever prevent you from taking 
the photographs you needed?
SL: A significant bulk of my 
work is the coverage of Troy Davis. I 
wasn’t supposed to be taking photos 
of any of those things. I would have 
needed permission and credentials, 
and I didn’t have any of that because 
I was working as a freelancer. I ran 
the risk of confiscation of my camera, 
my memory cards and maybe even 
arrest.  But I felt that it was my duty 
as a photojournalist and human 
rights activist to take those photos.
LJ: What about the cost of keeping 
the incarcerated locked up? Is it better 
to execute high-risk felons than to use 
tax dollars to keep them in prison?
SL: The death penalty is even 
more expensive than life in prison. 
It’s a huge drain on taxpayers. The 
trial for a capital case has two phases. 
The first phase determines whether 
the convicted is innocent or guilty, 
which involves a whole slough of 
experts and attorneys. The second 
trial determines the death penalty, 
including the appeals that you are 
constitutionally allowed. Is it worth 
spending all that money just to get 
the bad apples? We could spend it on 
violence prevention programs, more 
policing and towards closing more 
unsolved cases. I think the issue is 
violence. Proposition 34 will replace 
the death penalty with a sentence of 
life without the possibility of parole, 
saving the state $130 million a year 
and eliminating the risk of ever 
executing an innocent person, while 
still keeping the public safe. It also 
allocates $100 million to local law 
enforcement for the purpose of solving 
more rapes and murders, about half 
of which go unsolved every year.
Q & A: Scott Langley
by Bryn Robertson
Bryn Robertson may be contacted at 
thejack@humboldt.edu
Photojournalist describes his documentary on the death penalty 
We�Do.
adventuresedge.com
650 10th Street 
Arcata
822-4675 
125 West 5th Street
 Eureka
445-1711 
 Open daily mon-sat: 9-6 sun: 10-5




By Sierra Designs, Patagonia, and 
Showers Pass.
Got�Rain�Gear?
For his college human rights class 
in 1999, Texas-based photojournalist 
Scott Langley documented the 
death penalty, an assignment 
he said never really ended.
In Texas, where execution by lethal 
injection is still a common occurrence, 
Langley saw a human rights issue at 
his doorstep. Today Langley shows 
his work across the United States to 
share his experiences and influence 
others against capital punishment.
At the Arcata Playhouse on Oct. 24 at 
6 p.m. Langley’s ongoing documentary 
“The Death Penalty Photography 
Project” will shine light on a vital issue 
just in time for the November election.
The Lumberjack interviewed 
Langley on his experiences 
photographing the execution of 
Troy Davis, convicted for the 
murder of an off-duty Savannah, 
Ga. police officer, his opinions on 
California’s Proposition 34 and his 
alternatives to the death penalty.
Members of Troy Davis’ family and other execution protestors outside of the prison at the moment that Troy Davis was executed in Georgia in Sept. 2011. | Scott Langley
